January 2016
Happy New Year from the Rosner family!
We hope you and yours are doing well as we begin this crazy election year.
momentous for our gang as the year before, but it had its moments…

2015 was not quite as

Jeff left Thermo-Fisher Scientific in February to begin what he calls 'notional' retirement, which includes
some part-time consulting, lots of bread baking and continuing exercise and music. This shot of the
Buffalo Chips was taken at an annual Labor Day block party in Palo Alto the band has played for years,
with Jeff on tenor sax.

In June and also in July we visited Ari and Gabbi in Portland. The first trip we explored part of the Mount
Hood Wilderness Area and hiked along the Sandy River to Ramona Falls, before driving to the grand old
Timberline Lodge, built in the 30's as a WPA project, on the south side of Mount Hood. Sonia and Kyle
joined us in Portland during the July trip for a family reunion, along with Gabbi's parents, aunt and uncle.

Ari continues at the Hollywood
and Lloyd Farmers Markets, as
well as taking accounting
program coursework. During the
year he began to provide
accounting services for his first
non-profit client -- with a plan
for more to follow in the future.
This
winter
has
started
extremely wet even for Portland,
with as much rain in one month
as we get in PA in a normal year!
Gabbi and Ari visited at the end
of December during a week of
respite from the rain and helped
us ring in the New Year.

Sonia and Kyle had a busy first year of married life. They settled into their second floor condo in
Cambridge, MA last June and are very happy homeowners. It's a five-minute walk to shops, restaurants
and public transportation in Central Square. We're so proud that Kyle successfully defended his thesis this
year (pictured below with Sonia). They celebrated their one-year anniversary by taking a trip to Maine's
gorgeous Acadia National Park in August. Sonia continues at Clarion Healthcare, a life science strategy
consulting firm in downtown Boston.

Ronda still loves being retired and continues with the same three goals (develop creativity, socialize with
friends, stay fit). In March she took a three-day art trip to Los Angeles that was planned by the Cantor
Center members. Transportation to sites around LA was via chartered bus. The packed agenda: Getty Villa
in Pacific Palisades, Watts Towers, the Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising, Hollyhock House
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, LA symphony performance at the Disney Concert Hall, visit to artist's
studio in Venice, the private collection of Frederick Weisman and a guided art and architecture walk. Two
of Ronda's favorite spots from the trip are shown below.

Entrance to Getty Villa in Pacific Palisades

Three of the hand-constructed 100-foot tall Watts Towers

Writing and writing classes occupied much of the first half of the year for Ronda. Happily, she was
rewarded when an online magazine published one of her short stories in early October. She recommends
doing a San Francisco stairway walk, having climbed a tiled Sunset stair and a couple of the Dolores
Heights stairs with her Agilent retiree hiking club. Just know your knees will need a rest afterwards!
In August Jeff and Ronda boated to three of the four California Channel Islands off the coast of Santa
Barbara: Santa Rosa, Anacapa and Santa Cruz. Our group of about 25 adults included hikers, snorkelers
and kayakers. Sleeping in a double berth and eating all our meals on the chartered boat, we hiked every
day of the three-day trip in the pristine landscapes of the geologically astounding islands. Since these
islands are so isolated (about 40 miles across the SB channel), we saw many plants and animals endemic
only to the islands, such as the island fox, California's smallest natural canine. Even though the heads
(bathrooms) were all on the main deck and the berths below deck, we were generously rewarded for every
nightly stroll by the breath-taking view of the star-studded sky in all its unlit glory. On the return journey
across the SB channel, hundreds of dolphins from several pods raced alongside our boat, marking an
enchanting end to the trip. See pictures of the islands on the next page.
House projects took priority during the second half of 2015, with a new stove hood and new triple window
now installed in the kitchen. More to come in 2016…

View from Inspiration Point, East Anacapa Island

Hiking to Potato Harbor, Santa Cruz Island

Potato Harbor, Santa Cruz Island

Old fencing on defunct sheep ranch, Santa Rosa Island

Ronda’s 2015 media favorites: Film/TV – “Amy”, “Love & Mercy”, "Mad Max: Fury Road", Amazon series
“Transparent”; Books – “Last Bus to Wisdom” by Ivan Doig, “The Peripheral" by William Gibson, "Hild" by
Nicola Griffith, "The Bone Clocks" by David Mitchell; Songs – "Make You Better" by the Decemberists,
“Adventure of a Lifetime” by Coldplay.
Enjoy health, peace, and creativity during the coming year.
Much love,

Ronda and Jeff

